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two-thirds of the profits were to be his. The
captains refused to have anything to do with
the proposal. He had already had a quarrel
with Cockburn, his second in command, the first
of many that were to follow. Before leaving
Bombay, a quarrel arose between him and Sir
Eobert Johnson, of the Exeter. Johnson threw
up his command, and took passage for England
in one of the Company's ships, which was lost
with all hands on the voyage. With Sir Eobert
Johnson, his son, a lieutenant in the navy, perished,
Brathwaite was appointed to the command of
the Exeter. It had already come to be widely
known that anybody who was in trouble with
the Company would find countenance and pro-
tection from Matthews. He told the Portuguese
officials that the Company's vessels were only
traders, and therefore not entitled to a salute,
gun for gun. This matter of salutes was a very
important one in Matthews' eyes. Every trading
ship, however small it might be, carried guns,
and there was a great deal of saluting. In
acknowledging such salutes Matthews always re-
sponded with three or four less guns than were
given him. On one occasion there is a record